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Rev. Matt Thomas, Pastor                                                            Matthew 28:16-20 
“Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these will be provided for you (Matthew 6:33).” 

Many years ago, when I was in my late teens, I worked for my grandfather in his beekeeping outfit.  One of my 
tasks was to assist in pulling and extracting honey.  Early one morning, we started extracting honey and finished that 
evening.  Somewhere in the day, the two enormous tanks had become full and we needed to start draining those tanks 
into barrels.  We attempted to multitask by extracting and filling drums with honey at the same time.  While standing over 
at the extractors, my grandfather’s main guy looked over to witness the barrel running over onto the concrete slab.  We 
shut down extracting to evaluate the mess.  An enormous puddle of honey was sitting around the barrel.  Admittedly, it 
was neat to see the image of the overflowing barrel.   
 The other day I was at the Family Life Center and one of your fellow congregants came up and handed me a box 
filled with empty honey jars.  I’m always grateful to receive jars back.  I took them to my office and realized I had 
accumulated a lot of empty jars.  I have several shelves full of empty jars.  One of those empty jars has a faded label on it.  
It had, no doubt, gone through the dishwasher.   
 The gorge between an overflowing barrel and empty jar is somewhat minuscule.  The difference between the two 
is an open or closed valve.  It is a dream for most of us to live a life overflowing in abundance.  The valve is fully open and 
we are recipients of God’s abundance.  While living in abundance, the barrel overflows and spreads across and touches 
the feet of those around.    The valve that is never opened keeps the jar empty.  The jar is beautiful and is adorned by a 
pretty label but, in the final analysis, is barren of sweetness and flavor.   While an overflowing barrel is sticky and not 
immune to issues, it is full.   
 What alludes most and reduces us to beautifully made, but remarkably empty, jars is not following Matthew 6:33.  
Maybe we are uncertain how to reconcile our past, how to seek God, how to let go of our past, or how to swallow our 
pride.  Maybe we struggle with surrendering to Jesus, asking for forgiveness or disciplining ourselves.  
 Matthew 6:33 is the valve which will open the abundance God has for each of us.  Somehow and someway, when 
we commit to seek to follow Jesus with our full life, the valve is opened and our lives become sweet as honey.  The empty 
jar fills up.  An empty jar can’t bring nourishment and flavor.  A life ignoring giving God, in Christ, your entire life will end 
up with barren shelves.  It doesn’t have to be this way. Let me leave you another scripture for your consumption. 

“My Child, eat honey, for it is good, and the honeycomb is sweet to the taste (Proverbs 24:13).” 

Matt 
 

If you would like to change the way you receive 
the newsletter, please call Jennie at the church 
office, 903.876.2235, or email the office at 
umcfrankston@umcfrankston.org. 10/2022 
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Lord’s Acre Is Coming  
October 22!!! 

   

United 
Methodist 
Women 
selling 
Harvest 
Dinner 
Dressing  
The United Methodist Women will once again be selling 
12" x 10" pans of “Harvest Dinner” dressing for $18. Each 
pan will provide 18 one-half cup servings. The dressing 
will be frozen, ready for you to bake. 

Tickets will be sold throughout the month of October. 
They are available at the church office and from UMW 
members. The dressing will be ready for pick up on Friday, 
Nov. 18 from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the Family Life Center. 

Since the dressing is frozen, it should help with planning 
those holiday meals. Buy one for Thanksgiving; get 
another for Christmas; or if you provide a dish for a 
gathering, here is your chance to say, “I’ll bring the 
dressing. “ We  hope this will give you more time to be 
with friends and family and not in the kitchen. 

                                                                      — Cathy Duncan 

Third Graders Get Bibles 
On Sunday, September 18, Suzette Martin, Sunday 
School Superintendent, and Greg Martin, Youth 
Director, presented Bibles to our Third Grade 
students, Bellamy Lively, Hunter Dempsey, Jaxon 
Campbell, and Cooper Campbell. Not pictured is 
Alyssa Stanly. This tradition has gone on for many 
years and the hope is that these students will read and 
follow the teachings found in their Bible and that they 
will come to know the love this congregation has for 
each of them. 

OCTOBER CALENDAR 
 
Oct 1   9 am  Community Health Fair, Family Life Ctr. 
Oct 1   9 am – 1 Blood Drive, Family Life Center 
Oct 2   9:45 am  Sunday School 
Oct 2   11 am  Communion Worship, sanctuary 
Oct 3   6 pm  Committee on Lay Leadership meets 
Oct 4   9 am  Ladies cook for Lord’s Acre, FLC 
Oct 4   6:30 pm  Grief Support Group meets, FLC 
Oct 5   6 pm  Discipleship Study, FLC 
Oct 6   2:30 pm  Nurture Team meets, FLC 
Oct. 6  6 pm  Choir practice, church parlor 
Oct. 9  9:45 am  Sunday School 
Oct 9   11 am   Worship, sanctuary 
Oct 10  8:30 am  Stocking Rainbow House, FLC 
Oct 10  11am   UMW meets, FLC 
Oct 10  6 pm   Staff/Parish Relations Committee 
meets, Family Life Center 
Oct 11   10 am – Noon  Mega Produce Drop, parking 
lot  (volunteers need to be there by 9 am) 
Oct 12   6 pm  Discipleship Study, FLC 
Oct 13   2 pm  Ladies cook for Lord’s Acre, FLC 
Oct 13   6 pm  Choir practice, church parlor 
Oct 14    9 am  Covenant Cookers trim briskets, FLC 
Oct 15    6 am  Covenant Cookers smoke briskets 
Oct. 16   9:45 am  Sunday School 
Oct 16   11 am   Worship, sanctuary 
Oct 18   6:30 pm  Grief Support Group meets, FLC 
Oct 19   6 pm  Discipleship Study, FLC 
Oct 20   6 pm  Choir practice, church parlor 
Oct 21   8 am  Workday for Lord’s Acre, FLC 
Oct 22   9 am   37th ANNUAL LORD’S ACRE, FLC 
Oct 23   9:45 am  Sunday School 
Oct 23   11 am   Worship, sanctuary 
Oct 24   8:30 am  Stocking Rainbow House, FLC 
Oct 25   9 am – Noon  Rainbow House, FLC 
Oct 26   6 pm  Discipleship Study, FLC 
Oct 27   6 pm  Choir practice, church parlor 
Oct 30   9:45 am  Sunday School 
Oct 30   11 am   Worship, sanctuary 
Oct 31   6 pm  Trunk-Or-Treat, church parking lot 
 
 
       
      
 
 
  
 
 
 



Acolytes for 2022/2023 Dedicated 

Thirteen Acolytes were dedicated for service to the 
church on Sunday, September 18.  They are 
responsible for reading the scripture, helping collect 
the offering, assisting with Communion and 
baptisms, carrying the flame of the Spirit in and out 
of services, keeping the paraments changed in the 
chancel area, and other ways they may help Pastor 
Matt.   

 Senior Acolytes – Katie Hadash, Gavin Lade, 
Gunner Vinzant, Emma Thomas, Ethan Dempsey, 
Jonathan Green, Noah Green    

Junior Acolytes — Max McGuffey, Hunter 
Dempsey, Cooper Campbell, Jaxon Campbell, 
Spencer Green, Vivian Vinzant 

Serving as an Acolyte is important and requires 
dedication on the part of the youth as well as their 
parents.  Please remember to thank them for their 
time, talents and service! 

_________________________________________ 

 

BRISKETS AT LORD’S ACRE 

The Covenant Cookers will 
break out Sampson, their 
“super sized” smoker to 
prepare wonderful smoked 
briskets for Lord’s Acre. 
Some of the meat will be 

used for the Brisket Sandwich that will be 
available for sale. The rest will be auctioned. In 
preparation, the cookers will meet at the FLC at 
9 am on Friday, Oct. 14 to trim and season the 
briskets.  On Saturday, Oct. 15, they will be back 
at the FLC to smoke them. Donations to help 
offset the cost of the briskets will be accepted.  
Please contact Jennie at the church office.  
903.876.2235. Thanks!   

 

Lord’s Acre is nearly here ! 

Are you ready? 

MEGA PRODUCE DROP BEGINS SEPT 13 
 
On Tuesday, September 13, a truck loaded with fresh 
produce and frozen chicken arrived on our church parking 
lot and was quickly surrounded by about 30 volunteers 
who began to resack produce to give to clients. We were 
blessed to give out sweet potatoes, white and red petite 
potatoes, cabbages, mangos, and frozen chicken to 
clients who drove through the distribution line.  A total of 
362 families were served.  A Mega Produce Drop is 
scheduled for 10 am – Noon each 2nd Tuesday in the 
church parking lot.  Anyone can receive the produce – no 
requirements are necessary.  If you would like to 
volunteer your time, please call Jennie at the church 
office 903.876.2235.  This produce drop is a separate 
service for the community – it has nothing to do with our 
food pantry, Rainbow House. 

DISCIPLESHIP CLASS ON WEDNESDAYS 
Using the Daily Workbook and Companion Reader of A 
Disciple’s  Path,  a class on discipleship is being held on 
Wednesday evenings at 6 pm in the Family Life Center.  
Pastor Matt is leading the discussion style class and all 
are invited to attend and participate.  
 
It's not too late to join the group — just contact Jennie at 
903.876.2235 to get the books ($15.00 for both) and 
come on Wednesday evenings!  This is a lively group and 
you are sure to enjoy it while you grow in your walk with 
Jesus. 



 
Happy Fall Y'all!!! 

 
It is time once again to gather and celebrate our many God given blessings with our 37th 
annual Lord's Acre Harvest Festival. On October 22, we will come together and "Be joyful at 
your Feast-- you, your sons and daughters..."Dt. 16:14. 

 
The festivities will begin with the Country Store opening at 9 am where many delectable and 
unique items will be available to purchase. Jellies, jams, pickled vegetables and relishes, East 
Texas honey, pies, cakes, artisan bread, many handcrafted household items, newly purchased 
items, kid’s toys, and seasonal decorations all beautifully displayed just ripe for your picking. 
Country Store items are valued at $35 or less. 

 
The Food Committee will be selling breakfast and lunch items, coffee, canned drinks, and 
single serve desserts,        as well as the Covenant Cookers' barbecue brisket sandwiches, so bring 
your appetite and enjoy! 

 
The Lord's Acre Auction will begin promptly at 11 am with auctioneer directing the bidding fun. 
All auction items will be $35 or more in value with select items chosen for the Silent Auction to 
be conducted concurrent with the live auction. 

Small items for the auction and country store may be brought to the Family Life Center after 
October 5.  Please mark your items if they are intended for the auction or country 
store. Large items will be accepted during business hours Thursday and Friday, October 20 and 21. 

 
During our church service on October 9, we will dedicate the items to be donated for both the 
Country Store and Auction. You will receive an insert in the bulletin.  Please fill in the items you 
plan to donate so they can be blessed during the Sunday service. 

 
The money generated through the Lord's Acre Harvest Festival is used to fund the Church's 
mission projects, such as Big House, children and youth projects including Vacation Bible 
School, and the Care Fund which helps many people;  so please be generous and loving. 

 
Invite all your friends and neighbors to join us on October 22.  Lord's Acre is not just a UMC 
Frankston event;  we want the entire community to join us. 

Have fun, fellowship, and be blessed in our Harvest!!! 

 Karen Faulkner 
Lord’s Acre Chairperson 2022           



 

 

OCTOBER 31     6 – 8 PM 

CHURCH PARKING LOT 

FUN FOR ALL!!! 



WE PRAY FOR…..Family of Doris 
Lawson: Jimmy Harris, Dianne Beard’s 
brother, possible Giant Cell Arteritis, loss of 
eyesight in one eye; Toni Smith, sister-in-
law of David Smith (Brushy Creek UMC), 
under hospice care; Frances Hunter, 
diagnosed with lung cancer; Wayne 

Bristow, recovering from double bypass surgery; Chris 
DeChant, Jennie Minter’s sister-in-law, colon cancer; 
Sherry Rosan, friend of Pastor Matt, health concerns; 
Chuck & Tammy Dale, both undergoing dialysis;  Sue 
Ellis, recovering from Covid; Hazel Grubbs, Jerry Jones’ 
sister, under hospice care, renal failure; Gordon McLane, 
heart complications from cancer; Jose Gonzales, and an 
unnamed man, recovering from burns received in oil rig 
fire; Mike Dennis, improving; Al Friberg, suffering from 
dementia; Bully Grissom, recovering from knee 
replacement surgery; Hector Hernandez, recovering at 
home from stroke;  Ken Locke, very weak from health 
issues  Phyllis Boles, undergoing radiation;  People of 
Ukraine and those who are caught up in war through no 
fault of their own. Our nation, for guidance, peace, and 
spiritual healing. Health care Workers and First 
Responders; those persons who are ill with life-changing 
diseases and their families and caregivers; military 
personnel and their families; missionaries, nursing home 
residents; those shut in due to ill health; those persons in 
need, but unnamed. World Leaders to strive for 
understanding and peace between  nations.             Additions 
or updates to the prayer list?  Please contact the church office 
at 903.876.2235 or email umcfrankston@umcfrankston.org.  

 
OCTOBER ACOLYTES 
Oct 2     Vivian Vinzant,  
              Gunner Vinzant 
Oct 9     Max McGuffey, Katie Hadash  

 
Oct 16    Cooper Campbell, Emma Thomas 
Oct 23    Hunter Dempsey, Ethan Dempsey 
Oct 30    Spencer Green, Noah Green 
 

OCTOBER USHERS 
Oct 2     Jim Tom Johnson, Gary Beard 
Oct. 9    Luke and Kim McGuffey 
Oct 16   Jerry and Joni Jones 
Oct 23   Lyle and Cathy Duncan 
Oct 30   Doreen Sweeney and  
              Hannah Lively 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pray for our military 
 
                                       Lt Col Alfredo Balderas  
                                         3013 Brook Highland Dr                           

Birmingham AL 35242                                    
 
 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
 2 — Jane Chapman         
 6 — Angela Friberg 
 7 — Jacob Brice Tatum          
 9 — Joe Tindel 
10 — Karla Dennis 
14 — Jayne Beddingfield      
15 — Judy Dwyer 
17 — Ronny Smith, Mandy Tally,  
18 — Vicki Amundson, Alisa Locke, Ben Frink 
20 — Camila Balderas 21 Briar & Blake Campbell  
22 — Ken Locke       26 — Jason Cogan 
29 — Heath Campbell, Charles Montrose 
Please call 903.876.2235 if your birthday was missed. 
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